
 
 
 

 
Humberside Airport 
Kirmington 
North Lincolnshire 

DN39 6YH 
 

       29 September 2008 
 

Dear Sirs,  

 
HUMBERSIDE ACP – THE LAA RESPONSE 

 
Thank you for consulting the Light Aircraft Association (LAA) on your 
proposals to establish controlled airspace at Humberside Airport.  The LAA has 

some 8000 members and regulates over 2000 recreational and homebuilt 
aircraft on behalf of the CAA.  PFA members fly mainly in day VFR conditions 

but many expect to be able to cross CAS on request.  Our aircraft fleet ranges 

from historic examples to modern high performance aircraft with sophisticated 
navigation systems.  Pilot experience and qualification covers the full 

spectrum of professional and amateur.  Because of our role, we have a high 

regard for air safety and we take a broad view on safety matters generally.  

Where there are significant public transport movements at an airfield we 
support the establishment of appropriate airspace protection for the benefit of 

all airspace users.  At the same time we expect any application to take a 

similar broad view on air safety and on airspace utilisation.  We expect the 
impact of airspace changes to be fully assessed and the balance of risk and 

safety to all airspace users to be analysed and taken into account.  We expect 

airspace to be utilised in a safe and efficient manner taking into account the 
needs of all users. 

 

The basis for your proposal to establish Class D airspace at the airport is your 

master plan which forecasts that public transport traffic will increase 
substantially in the coming years.  The consultation also provides details of 

local GA and military traffic as well as such things as simulator and airline 
headquarters basing.  None of the latter is relevant to the establishment of 
Class D airspace so your case rests on the volume of traffic for the public 

transport of passengers. 
 

In paragraph 1.2 of the consultation, setting out the ACP, you begin “Having 

established the requirement to change airspace arrangements”.  Thus your 

requirement is set out in the preceding paragraphs 1.0 to 1.1.9.  There you 
describe a picture of substantial public transport operations and refer to the 

master plan which forecasts that traffic will double or treble in the next 7 

years.  We have examined the master plan and compared it with what we 

know about the industry to form the following views: 
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• The master plan takes no account of the effect of the growth at 

Doncaster Airport which is interposed between Humberside and 
the main catchment areas of Sheffield, Rotherham and 

Doncaster.  This leaves Humberside isolated with a small 

catchment area comprising North Lincolnshire and Hull.  

Unpalatable that it might be, Doncaster is better placed for airline 
business than Humberside because of the larger customer base 

and per-capita income. 

 
• Turning to the traffic forecast in the consultation and comparing 

that with the master plan is instructive.  In particular we note 

paragraph 4.1 of the master plan which says that “the airport’s 
traffic has grown rapidly” but the bar chart at Figure 2 clearly 

shows a decline in commercial charter and scheduled movements 

from a peak of about 9000 in 2002 to about 6500 in 2005, the 

last date for which you publish figures.  Indeed, the notes to 
Figure 1 actually say that “aircraft movements have seen a slow 

reduction since 2002 and even with record traffic movements 

forecast for 2006 are likely to remain lower than 2001”.  Even 
your “record forecast” cannot suggest that traffic has increased 

over 5 years so it seems to us quite incredible that you should 
say that controlled airspace is needed because of increased 
traffic.  We therefore reject this assertion absolutely. 

 
• We must take account of the current economic situation which 

has arisen since the consultation was drafted.  The downturn has 
had a major impact on the airline industry and although you note 

that the airport is served by a number of charter jet operators, 
only one aircraft was actually (partly) based at the airport 
operated by XL Airways.  This week-end the Sunday Times 

reports the view of travelsupermarket.com that “XL flights out of 
…. Humberside are unlikely to be replaced (by flights by other 

operators)”.  Other operator’s jet flights are operated on the 

basis of W patterns from other bases (eg STN-MAH-HUY and 
HUY-MAH-STN).  The advantage of these patterns from the 

airline viewpoint is that no infrastructure or commitment is 

needed and flights can be withdrawn back to main bases if there 

is a downturn.  They also tend to be immensely seasonal with 
some rotations limited to just month or two in the summer.  

Given the need to ensure load factors and margin, we consider it 

most unlikely that volume jet operations will continue at 
Humberside.  Any capacity in the area will be better served from 

Doncaster as already discussed and we are aware that major tour 
operators have established aircraft and rotations there. 
 

• In para 1.1.8 you discuss traffic levels around the airport.  You 

report an increase in military traffic which we do not find 

credible.  Military aviation in the east of England is a shadow of 
its former self and traffic density has decreased everywhere.  

This is not a reason to establish CAS.   
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• You cite development at Doncaster as a reason that CAS is 

needed at Humberside, because VFR traffic avoids the Doncaster 
CAS and comes closer to Humberside.  Interestingly you do not 

seem to take the view that your own proposed airspace would 

cause traffic to be squeezed into the remaining Class G airspace.  

Whilst you have published a description of how your proposed 
airspace will accommodate all users, we know that will not 

actually be the case.  In future, GA and military aircraft will avoid 

the CAS by choice or because of regulation and because of the 
Doncaster CAS, it will have little enough airspace remaining.  We 

think your proposed CAS would result in increased risk to civil 

and military aircraft in transit in Class G airspace.   
 

Humberside Airport’s consultation and master plan show that public 

transport movements were in steady decline even before the economic 

downturn and the failure of a significant part of the UK civil air transport 
business.  As Humberside is in a marginal population area and has a 

significant and growing competitor, it appears that decline will continue 

and very likely accelerate.  Realistically, significant jet transport operations 
from Humberside in summer 2009 are unlikely.  On this basis the 

establishment of the proposed airspace is not warranted.  Moreover, the 
consultation does not take account of the effect of other existing airspace 
changes on traffic in Class G airspace which could increase risk to other 

users. 
 

We propose that you should withdraw or suspend this ACP pending a 
review of traffic levels in 2009 to see if CAS is justified.  Meanwhile you 

should consider risk to aircraft in Class G airspace.  We are willing to 
contribute to such work on the GA side. 
 

By any measure the decline in traffic does not make a case for establishing 
CAS at Humberside so we wondered why you are taking it forward now.  

We note the statement in the Manchester Airport Group’s annual report 

2007/8 that it “is reviewing its shareholding in Humberside Airport” 
because “it does not fit easily within the Group’s emerging strategy”.  We 

wondered if these somehow might be connected. 

 

 
Yours Sincerely 

 

 

 
 

John Brady 
Vice-Chairman 
 
                          Please address any correspondence to the CEO at our Turweston office 
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